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Rural Roads references in Management Plan

p. 7 Executive Summary

Since 1890, dedicated conservationists, historians, and leaders in central Maryland have 

been working to raise the profile of the region’s extraordinary Civil War heritage and to 

care for the battlefields and settings where the events that shaped the future of the 

Union took place. As a result, this region along the border between North and South 

possesses a degree of landscape integrity that is exceptional among Civil War sites 

around the country. The visitor who wants to understand what it was like when the 

armies faced each other can do so here in a setting that remains largely rural and 

relatively intact, unlike many other Civil War battlefields where modern development 

patterns have obscured the experience. Moreover, many of the region’s small towns 

possess a high degree of historical integrity, giving residents and visitors a distinct sense 

of time and place.



p. 115 Action Plan

Encourage Community Support for Historic Preservation & Scenic Conservation 

Without sensitive conservation of town character and rural landscape, the HCWHA will fail to 

meet its potential. Working with organizations like The Nature Conservancy, the Civil War Trust, 

Save Historic Antietam Foundation, and Central Maryland Heritage League, the HCWHA will 

engage in partnership activities to advance preservation and conservation. For instance, the 

HCWHA might create a presentation that ties the region’s shared Civil War heritage to a sense 

of place and presents sensitive ways of balancing modern development needs with 

conservation of scenic values and town character. Of highest importance is attention to 

battlefield preservation.
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sensitive conservation of town character and rural landscape, the HCWHA will fail to meet its 

potential. Working with organizations like The Nature Conservancy, the Civil War Trust, Save 

Historic Antietam Foundation, and Central Maryland Heritage League, the HCWHA will engage in 

partnership activities to advance preservation and conservation. For instance, the HCWHA might 

create a presentation that ties the region’s shared Civil War heritage to a sense of place and 

presents sensitive ways of balancing modern development needs with conservation of scenic 

values and town character. Of highest importance is attention to battlefield preservation. The 

HCWHA will also serve as an information clearinghouse on issues of preservation and 

conservation, keeping organizations in the heritage area updated on current projects and guiding 

them to funding sources and partners for new projects. This is especially important for 

areas/properties where multiple organizations and individuals have been working on multiple 

initiatives. For example, the Appalachian Trail and a Civil War Battlefield intersect at Fox’s Gap, 

which is experiencing nearby suburban-style housing development in its rural surrounds. There is 

potential in situations like this for important items to go unnoticed or at the least, unshared, and 

the HCWHA can begin to bridge such gaps.
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